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THE CPERATIONS OF THE 289TH INFANTRY
(75TH DIVISION} IN THE REDUCTION OF
THE REHR POCKET, VICINITY OF ICKERN,
GERMANY, 31 MARCH - 5 APRIL 1645,
{CENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
[Personal Experience of & Regimental Staff Officar)

ORIENTATTON

INTRODUCTTON

~ This monograph covers the operation of the 289th Infentry,
75th Division,lin the reduction of therRUHR.POGKET, 31 ﬁardh -
5 April 1944, | - :

It will be necessary for purposes of background to brief-
1y dliscuss the major events which led up to the'enaifclement
 and reduction of the RUHR, an operation described by modern |
historiens as the_lﬁrggsﬁ double envelbpmsnt_in history. |

0n 6 June 1944 the Allied Armies 1nvaded.the Continent pf*'.
EUROPE on thé Northern.cogst_of FR&NGE, end 1a£er landings were
© mede in Southern FR&ﬂCE. Following the break-out at ST. 10,
the Allied timg-tabié for the conquering o©f GERMANY was set
back by the salient ereated in December by the enemy in his st~
tempt to drive to LIEGE end ANTWERP. -This offensive was stopped,
the Germens were.rolled back and by 23.March 1945 the line was
generallj that of the RHIRE RiVER. The American Ninth and First,
and the British Second Armies elements were posed to strike at
the RUHR VALLEY. (See Map &)

The RUER from the very beginning had been a principal con-
sideration_éf Allied'planning inasmuch as the major plsn for
thé invesion of the European Continent, Operations Overlord,
called for an envelopment of the RUHR in the final phase. ‘The
RUHR VALLEY is the most highly concentrated 1ndustrial,af§a in




EUROPE. Battered though 1t was by heavy bombing during the war,
1t still containad the heart and sinew of the Relch's induatry.
RMhmdummhemuamimnwemMﬂminmuama'
furniahad the.life*blgpd<for armamant,'steel, synthetiﬁ'ail
plants and cham;cal fﬁgtories.‘ Here within 6,000 square miles
was the body and soul of tho'Gaiman méferie1_ﬁ§r effqbt."(l)
Mo¥eover, within the RUHR VALLEY were nearly one-third of
e ﬁiilion Germﬁh soié@érs - Fiéld'uarahal Model's A:m& Group B
- with the grcatér p@rt‘of'tho‘Fgfth Panzer and Fifteenth Armies
as well as elements of the First Parachute Army. These forces
included a total of seven corps and the major elements of nine~
teen diviaions,:sugmﬁnyed‘by same one hundred thousand anti-

‘, airceraft personnel. (2)
TERRAIN STUDY

The greﬂ i# queStinn‘1a.bounﬁed-bf'ﬁhe HHIEEjRIvER on the
weat, thence'éaét frcm'WESEL, through‘HAHH,‘to LIPPSTADT and
on the south from the vicinity ‘of REMAGEN, sast: thruugh BIEGEH
to FRENKEHBEEG thence north through BRITLON to LIPPSTADT ‘
(See Map A) North of the RUHR RIVER was the demaely-poPulate&,
heavily built up-induatrial.aa@tiah pontainiﬁg'tha-groat clties
of ESSEN, DORTMUND, DUSSELDORF, DUISBURG, while to the south of
the RUHR RIVER ley the rugged mountain terrain. Also in the
nor;hfwas an 1nter1adad syatem of aﬁnals spread oyér terraln -
genofaily bpen and‘ralling; Thn south eontginad areas marked.
with definite hills snd valleys end dotted by smell streams.
This latter area‘wﬁuld have made exuellant'terrain for deliber-'

ate defensive warks anﬂ historians agree that, had the Germans .

By pr O o
(2) Aelj A-3




elected to place permanent defensive 1nstallations in this

zone, our progress would have been slow and costly.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

In accordahca w1th the general plan of SHAEF, thére was.to
be (1) a main envelopmsnt frqm the north by th§ 21st Army Group,
' (2) & secondary effort by the 12th Army Group;.ihich'qas to. ex-
 pand 1ts bridgeheed towerd KASSEL and at the same time be jre- |
pared to reinforce the main attack, and (3) the establishment |
of & firm bridgehead scross the RHINE by éha 6th Army Group.
(See Mp &) (3) - | |
| .'on‘tue 234 of March 1945, the British Second Army and the
Ue 8¢ Ninth Army began a planned operqtiun ta drive deep into
the heart cf GERHAHY, and destroy the ramnants of 1ta armies.
(4) . |
 Alded by the XVIII Airborme Corpa, the 2lst Army Group:
‘crossed the REINE nesr WESEL and by the 28th, had. cstabliﬂhod'
.a bridgehead sixtaan milea deep, north of the HUHR Ia the seame
'period (23-28 March) the First Army drove east aixtynrivo milas
‘from 1ts REMAGEN bridgehead, while the Third Army rucgd ‘moTe
than one hundred miles northeastward from its OPFENEEIN bridge-
hesd. (See Map &) (5) o o

The 21lst Army Group's crossing of the EHIHE was the largest
river croaainsyin history. Buring the previous month llliod ”
atr forces had dropped 31,000 tons of bombs as thei{.r.‘ part in the
preparation for tﬁg asssult. To prevent the enemy from luarning”
" just where the crossings would teke place, a smoke screen neer-
1y seventy miles long'iaa.mnintained. Montgomery had avellable

TET’”E:E, Pe 45
4) A-4, p. 104

(5} A-B, Pe 45




f for the operation the Canadlen First Army British Second Army
| end the Americen Ninth Army and in addition he had been given -
the XVIII-Lirborns Corps from General Brereton's First Allied
Alrborne Army, which comprised the British 6th and Amcriean'
13th and 17th Alrborne Divisidna. owing to inaufficiant air
11f%, the 13th Airborna Division was later withdrawn frum thn
oparation. (6) )

The RHINE was erossed practically unappoaod in Ninth Arnw'a
erea. The XVI Corps had been selected to spearhead the Armw's |
asssult ascross the river between ORSOY and REIHEEBRG with a mis-
aion of establishing a iarge bridgéhead east of the RHINE end
north of the RUHR industrisl area in a moticulonsly planned. of«
fensive 1nvolving the . entire 21lst Lrnv Group. Over 120,000
troops and great quantitiea of enginusr Qquipmont waro_qmplqjed'
in this inlend smphiblous aparation; (See Map &) (7)
| The ssssult opened with an artillery preparation in which
54 fleld artiilery battalions participated. While the-75ﬁh'Divi-
sion defended the XVI Corps' sector on the RHINE's wost bank,
the SOﬁh Infentry Diviaian eroaged thn river at four aites and
the 79th Infentry Divislon made the ssssult at two sites. Mov=
' ing eastward betwsen the LIPPE RIVER and the REINE-EERNE CANAL
the Corps eommitted the 8th Armored Division, and th@_ﬁﬁth_and
76th Infantry Divislons sgainst elements of a Gérnan Parachute
Division; two Volksgrensdier divisions and a panzer division
opposing 1t. (See Map C) (8)

ENCIRCLEMENT OF THE RUHR VALLEY

Owing to the apectncularisuo¢qaaaa of the 12th Army Group,

A-U, p. &6
A6
A-7, pe 198-200

e
L L L



‘..i ‘ '--' ‘.’

the &llied nvarnll plan was altered and thnraaftor, the main
-attack to encirulo tho 'RUHR was mada by the thh Army Graup.
®) | . |

on 29 Msroh in'the Firat &rny-Séctar,‘ﬂdnoralréoliins sont
the VII_Gorpg';Sdsﬁriored'Diviaion north from MARBURG and in two
‘days 1t'advannod.$o_within three miles of BAﬁERBURRq The divi-
sion's exposed left flamk was protected initially by only &
cavalry group anhd an grmnrad taﬁk-forﬁe, bﬁt 1hfgntry units were.
éhghea'forwara to eatabliahfbargisr pogiﬁidns facing ﬁhe'RHHR. |
‘Meanwhile, in the north in the Ninth Army area t7rea1'braak-.
through was schieved by the XIX Corps, which enabled its 2d |
 Armored Division to facé'thirﬁy-fiﬁo miles to LIPPSTIDf, where
on 1 April elements of the 2d and 3d Armored Divisions mede
foahtadt._ PADERBORN was simaltaneously captured, anﬁftho cngir-
clement of the RUHR was complete. (See ﬂnp‘B)"flej o

ELAN_FOR REDUCTION OF THE RUHR

The oversll plan for the reduction of ﬁho-ﬁﬁﬂﬁ.iaa-dluﬂn-'_l
bined operation of the hmgricjn First end Ninth Armies. On 2
. April representqﬁives of the two arﬁica met at Firast Arnw-ﬂesﬁ-
quarters to plan and“qoardinnte the joint_afu#ék on the huge
pocket. The boundaries between armies was set as the RUHR RIVER
ss far east as NUTTLAR end then north to RUTHEN and east to
PADEREORN. This gﬂv& the Ninth Army the deﬁsely4populatad
hoavily built-up 1nﬂuatr1al aoction north of the rivor, and to
First Army the rugged terrain to the souﬁh.. (See Map B)
_ Ninth Army's plnn of attack was slmple. The_operntien._
called for a GOnrérging atteck br_ﬁwo Corps simed at the heart

T &"8, p. 43
(10) A-9, p. 42-43




of the RUER. XVI Corps was to sttaek south to ﬁhe'RBHR RIVER
from its current positions north ar the RHEINHERNE CABAL.,

XIX Corps forces, striking from ths EAMM and LIPPSTAB AroAs, wWers
to drive.;auﬁhweat to the Army south boundery. At-th& sann-tinp,
- Pirst erw'fercea_wéuld be driving horth and northwest to ef= -
fect a junotion with Kinth.Afmw all elong the RUHR RIVER, (11)

SITUATION 75TH INFANTRY DIVISTON

The 76th Infantry Division had been given the mission of
écreening'thg'IVI-CQrps'front along the west bank of the RHINE
RIVER from'ﬁEsEL in the north to DUISBURG in the south during
the preparations for the eroﬁsiﬁgs. In this miasibn'it had
~ been highly successful in that no enemy patrols had ever re-
turneﬂ:fram ercasing (as borne out by auhaeﬁusnt'éaptured'anamy
intelligence reports), while, on the other hand, our patrols
had made nightl& croaslngs, abtéined #ninﬁhle'intelligenee |
reports on enemy positions and activities, Division artillery
- had supported the operatinn by firing over 27 OOG rounds and
had placed emoke on the enemy %hraugh the use of an attached
Provisional Smoke Generator Company. (12)

Having completed the soreening assignment on the XVI
Corps sector, the 75th Division was ordered to joln other Gorps
units across the RHINE RIVER north of the RUHR lndustrial area.

By 29 March the 75th Division had completed its movement
to the esst bank of the REINE and was assembled in the vicinity -
of HIESFELD, GERMANY, except for elemsnts still gusrding the
_bridges end for the 200th Infantry which had been attached to
‘the 8th Armored Division on.z? March, Meanwhile, the 30th In-

(11) A-2, pe. 270
(12) A=-5, p. 29



fantry Division and bhe Sth Armored Division hed been.advancing
. 8lowly east of the RHINE, in the eres bstween the LIPPE RIVER
on the north and . the RHETH-HERNE CANAL on the south, with the
30th Infentry Division on the north. Tho 75th Reconnalssance |
Troop reconnoltered routes to the fcrwn&d ﬁssembly area Iin tgﬁ |
" vicinity of IM LUH, where the Division eompleted concentration
by 1200 on 30 March. (See Map C) (13) |
 _ The Gorps attnck order - Field Order HNumber 14, issucd st
1700 projected a continuation of the Corps attsck on the axie
airaadf begun: toward end across the DORTHUHD-EHS CANAL where
it ren pearsllel to the RHIKE RIVER, epproximstely tysﬁty-ezght
miles sway and & few miles esst of the line RECKLINGHAUSEN-
HﬁL&EﬁH. (See xap‘d) (14) _':.7 .

ENEMY GRDEagﬁEHBATTEE-

The enemy order of battle as’ disclosed in the Intolligenec;.
-Annmx to Field Order xo. 14, 1ndieatod that the principal op=
position in the division zone would be the 116th Panzer Divi~
sion, composed of the 16th Panzer Grbnadier_ﬁegimint in thf sen=
- ter and the 1Iétﬁ Pnnzer_Roeonnnissanee Battalion in the sauﬁh;
in addition ¥o reported elements of the 180th Diéisian and of

' nine other miscellesnspcus units. (15)

THE REGIMENTAL SITUATION

- The 269th Infentry had moved by foot and. mnrtnr from HGEES
. GEBKEHY to a rTesr aasembly aree in the viein&ty of VORDE, - GER~
MANY, closing et 1945 on the 29th of March. ‘The regimental com-
mend post was estsblished at VORDE for the night. At 0400 on
113) 1~5 pe 29 ' '

(15) &"5’ pO' 30
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‘the 30th, the regiment initiated its move.by organic and ate-
tached motors from VORDE to e forward assembly area in the

~ wicinity of KIRCHELLEN and the r;giment'clcsed in its forward
essembly area at 0810, Reconnaissance was initiated immediate-
1y of areas_of.departure for an stteck the following day, and
.at 2130 the order for the attmck was lssued. Brigadier General
St. Clalr Hiékle, assistant Division Commander, assumed tem-
porary command of the 289th Infantry during the temporary
hospitalization of Colonel Douglas B. Smith, the regimental
cormender. (See Map CJ _

For the operation; the 289th attacﬁments were: lest Tank
Battal ion (leas Conpanies A and D) and Compeny A, 772d TD Bat-
talion. In support were Company A, 375th Medicsl Battalion,
COmpany A, 275th Enginear Battalion, 897th FA Battalion and
Battery C, 440th AAA Battslion. (16)
| The regiment at this time was in excellent shape. = Strength
of thé unlts was higher then 1t had been since prior to its com-
mittment in the ARDENNES sallent. Morsle was exceptionally good
due to the sxcellent opportunity #ffordad the regiment for rest
anﬁ racupération during the static.period it hed remaine& on
the west bank of the REINE RIVER, and also dus to the high
:étandnrds‘maintainod by the Divihion Commander, Major General
‘Ray E. Porter. He didn't bélieve.that a-soldiar ha& to be
cold, hnngry, dirty and unshaven to be a gooﬂ combat soldier
end devoted a good blt of his time to seeing that they-livsd
otherwiaa.' He mgintained that both officers and eniiated men
would live as comfortable ss the situation would permit and
this refreshing viawpaint did not take long to become m daily

[I6] a-10
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axiom wifh all concerned after Gonaral Porter ‘took command aur-
ing the ARDEﬁHES GKRPAIGN. In ndditiun to tho fine state of
mornle, sll units were rully aupplied in &quipmant and ampni- |
tion. (17) ‘

RARRATION -
PRIOR TO THE ATTACK o ‘

The division cbjective wes a,11na{:ﬁnn1ng pouth from the
. LIPPE-SBEITEN CANAL past the town of DREVE, and just short of
the DIE HAARD FOREST. The XIX carps‘-ia-nartn of the LIPPE=-
' SEITEH Q&KAL the 8th Arnered Division was on the division'a
rights The fornatian for the attack was the 289th Infantry on o
‘the right, and the £291s% on the 1eft.-‘Tha 290th Infentry (}aas ’
lst Battellon still with the Sth'Araoas& n1v1s1aﬁ}}uas,1n.a1v1- »
~ alon reserve. The 289th Infahtrr would attack from a linQ of
_ doparturo of ﬁha north-sauth road running thraugh POLSUM, with.
swo battalions abreast and selze the town of MABL approximatelr
two snd & half mlles to the northsast. At 0500 on 31 March,

tha command post of the 289th Inrantry openad at ULEFGRTE. (18)

THE IﬂIx;;Q.ATTAGK _

1t 0600 the attack Jumped eff'iith'twa buttiliana~abraaat,
 1st Battalion abtacked on the right with Companies A and C on
line with Gonpany B in reasrvs; %4 Battalion hnd L and K on

line with Company I in reserve. The attack‘pregrgaagé rapidly
against light enemy reaiataﬁco. Thrdugheut tha'zanerindieatiens-
were that the enamw wasg mithdra:ing and would continune to do so

(17) Persnnal knawladge
l(lB) 1-10 "
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‘until he hed reached a point where he coﬁld‘r@orggniﬁb andfﬁavea
& position strong enough to defend. By 07565 16 PWs had been
taken, and teams of infantry and tenks from I and K Compenies
w@re at the outskirts of MARL, the regimental objective. L
| Company ias temporarily-atopped by = minglfip;d but scon hed
1t clearsd and started to move again. Cémpény K, meanwhile,
'was pushing inte thg town. &t_OﬂEﬁ Genetal'Eickia.cantacyedﬂ
the Division G-3 and informed him th@t thalBURGOHEISTER had just
sald thet there were 6,000 oivilians in the church and that he
hed declared it an open city ta:gnerican-tfocpg. By 1200 the
city was completely Qian:ed by the 1st and 34 Battalions, who
'.wera'reorganizing'to rehew the attack on the Division cbjective
of HULS. (See Hag‘c) (19) |
| ‘Degpite direct high wveloclty fire on 1ta right flank from
-_th§ area of the 8th Armored Divislon, the attack waa push@&
forward and the first objective was taken by 1445. A few hours
later the 34 Battaiion-bogan‘to récoiva.hsavy fire. Every timﬂ-
nhe'battaliaﬁ tried to cross the érést of the hill‘in’their
zona, they recelived heavy artillery -and mortar fira from the
southeast, with Company K held up due to hea?y amall amms anﬁ
morter and grtillory.five. At.l?so the onemy contara:tacked
in the 3d:Baﬁtalion sector, howavér this-uttadk wes iight and
was Quickly'repulaod. By 1800 the regiment had geined the divi-
sion objective in 1ts zone snd reorganized to continue the at-
tack at 0800 on 1 April. At this time the regiment's ‘right
flenk wes exposed, but by 2130 the 75th Reconnaissance Troop
‘had established contact between Company K on the right flenk,
and the 8th Armored Division’s left flank, elemmnt,comhat Com~
TT@J A-11 |
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mend R.  The regimental command post opened at 0530 on.l April
in aui.s (See Map C) (20) | |

At 0600 the 289th Infantry renewed the attack saat and
southeast from HULS toward the ZHEIG~DORTHUND-EHS CAYAL, naarly
nine miles away., Thn 1lst Battalion continued i;a;advgnce on
the left, 24 Battaiian, which had Been'in regimental Teserve,
paased throngh 4 Battnlian on the right and attacked abreast
. of the lat Battalion.- The 34 Bettalion hed the mission of guard—a
ing bridges intact in the zone and of securing the regimqnt' o
right flaﬁk until the'ath armnred'Divis&dn.c¢uld come'abreasto
The £901st Infantry continued to fight on the regiment's left
flank, (21) |

The division had an objective paralleling the DOBTMHED-
EMS CAKAL and about midway through- the DIE HAARD FOREST to tha
, south of HALEERR. (22) (See Map C) |

Initially resistnnca was 1ight ell along the line. It was
1dtpr learned from PWs thnt.the Germans had-orders to coﬁtinue
-=del§y1ng nctioné and to withdrew on first contect with the
Amarican fbrces, Bnémw rosiatance,‘however, graﬂuallf'atiffen- |
ed and the units began to recsive modsrate to heavy small arms,
self-propelled, mnrtar_and-mnchine.gun fire. It was discovered
| 'by“ 0725 that a:Ll the bridges in the ares (mbe’ring twenty) had
been blown, Tha lst Battalion's progreas was slowed by this
cnnﬂition whan crossing the SICKIHGMUHBE CREEK Gampany A, com-
manded by Gaphain Ra G. Belloir, reached the craek which was.
nerrow in most parts, and found many anipera and men in dug-in
poaitions on qne other side. Tanks were not svailable, as they
were oécupiedzelaeuhere in the battalion ssctor, Looking for
- Teay Ar5, Pe 31 - . ~ |

(21) A-10
(22) A-5, p. \51 -
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. crossing site the company found a place where men could welk
acrogs the creek., A base of firé wazs laid down and the auﬁp
peny crossed only to find that the opposition had pulled out’s
It was clearly indicated thst.thergneﬁy's'purpose was to deleaey
the advance as much as possible. .uhérever possibls, availablp
civilians were compelled by the regimental commander to work on
.thg-raconstrugtion of bridges. Rifles were foﬁnd;in some of
the houses néarﬁy, and.alao German uniférma. It is impoasible
to sastimate the number of soldiers who became civiliann over- -
night. (23) |

| By 1200 the atfacking bettelions, hampered though they
: were Ly rbadblocks-and'blown,bridgea,.had nevertheless reached
A point just east of EEHKENBEGK. (See Map G) (24) '

To facllitate and ensure raaching the Corpsa objoctive on
the Canal ss soon as possible, a motorlized tgsk foroce was or-
ganizéd under the conﬁand of Lt. Col. Thbmaa A+ Gearhart, bat-
tallon commander of the 2d Battalion., The eompositiqn.of the
Task Force wea: one rifle ccﬁpﬂny'(éalnrordeé), one company
light tenks, qn; platoon TDs, one A & P Platoon (1ass:ono zec=
'tién), and s batﬁalion medical sectlon with three ambulanocea.
Infentry elqmants of the task force were drewn fram the 2d Bat~
talion. The wission of this force was to attack along the main
route to the Canal, OER, HENNEBREE, and MECKINHOVEN.

‘At this time the 290th Infantry passed through Combat Com-
mand R of thg 8th Armored Division on the- regiment's right and
continued the attack. This regiment had been reliaved-a#'divi-.
sionfresorve by the llﬁth Infantry of the 29th Diviaion. ‘This

gave the diviaian four regimontal combat teswms, & structure

(23) tatamznt of Gaptain R. G. Belloir
(24) A-11
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‘which 1t wes to maintain throughout practioslly the entire
- operation., (25) " | ‘_
By 2045 Task Force Gesrhsart was formed. Plans were made
~ for a small aavgna. guard to precede it. It gas.knain that the
first 1500 yards were clear and sll dofiiedihaa bean_fixed in
this areas. The Ed'Battalioﬁ, less the task force elements, mov-
ed up to the lst Battalion positions, and the lst Battalion con-
tinusd their attack throughout the night.

- The matn body'of the Task Force moved thrcugh LENKEN BECK
at 0100, Deapite rain and poor wvisibillity, the drive maintein-
‘ed ite momentum. By 0700 the entire task force was at 1ts
duatination on the Canal., The lst Battalion, which had continued
1ta attack throughout the night, reached the Cansl at 0800. By
1000 the remainder of the 24 Battalion had noved to the Canal
- and both battslions consalidatod and organlzed defensive posi-
tiona. (See Hap D) (26) | | |

Meanwhile throughout the - day the 290th Infantry on the

.regiment's right flgnk had besn unnbln to move up. ‘A aerieua,x
gap existed in the dlvision 11ne‘which created an sxpoaed flank.
Inviting a serioua counterattack, thn gap also left unprotect- “
ed the left flank of the 35th Division end was the immediste
concern of both division cummunders.: ‘Barlier in the moénins in
8 strongly expressed conversation with the G-3, the 75th Divis
~sion Gommandar, Hajor‘aneral Rey E. Porter orderod_him'to aend
someone down to the 200th Infnntry.aﬁd‘inrarm 1ts copmander that
they muat cut ont'“diliy - dallying" and move the regiment up.
Gdnaidering the-éiight resistance the enemy was putting up and
in view of tha fact that the 290th Infantry had threa tank Com=

28T &-5, 1. 3
(26) 1-11
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psnles attached, the Division Cuﬁmandar sa¥ no reason why this
regiment was unable to keep abreast of the other aasaultins
rogimenta. (27) 5
In the bold sdvance to the Gaﬁai 1t also developed that
8 considerable mmber of onamy had been by-passed. AL 1000,
cﬂﬁ;,.ﬁhe regimental quartering party which had entered the town of

RAPEN to esteblish the CP were turned back. This group receiv-
ed SP and high veleeity fire 1neluding 883 from the southern _
'edge of the woud: bordering the town, and it was alao detormin—
8d that Jorries were hiddan in basements throughout tho-botn.
'It then became neceasary for the regiment to engage in mopping
up operations. Ganoral Mickle formed two small task forces .
;frém.the 34 Battalion in reserve, ccmpqsed of infentrymen and
tanks and_initiated.reconnaisaaﬁaea-in force to eliminate enemy
rqsiatance;-  | |
In order to safeguard th@ regimnntal right boundary, it ’
hed become necessary for the lat Battellon to extend its C Com~
pany line 1200 yarda out of the-regimsntal sector, However,
by 1500 Hajor Dunlop, the regim@ntal 8-3, contacted the G-3 snd
informed him that this line hsd to be drewn in, The lst Bat-
talion was receiving heavy fire from tha,southrest. .Elements _
of the 290th Iﬁfantry'werQ arriving on liﬁe and wére attacking
/. the town in fhoir zone. Shortly thereafter, this ragtment

M__—_
reached the Canal; (28)

By 1800 the mopping up operatlon was complated snd 3d Bat-.
tallion after aasi&ting 1n this,operation, asgembled in RAPEN in
ragiméntalrreaerva. Colonel Douglas B. Smith resumed command
'of‘ﬁhe regiment. (29) -

1277 A-1it
{28) A-B3 A-12
(29) A-H
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CROSSING TFE DORTMUND-EMS CANAL

Exteﬁsive racnnnainaaﬁeé/fnr 11ka1y crossing sites was
'earriea.§ﬁt by unitsAén'ﬂhe canal throughout the afterncon. It
was found that all bridges were out and that the enesy hed dug
in on the aast-aiﬁe for a last desperate sfgnﬂ."Firo righta |
raged up'and dbwn the canal end the Germnnﬂ in a aﬁﬂi of ﬁtreng£h '”
rolled 88s up to the cenal and fired directly mcross. The canal
itzelf was the mneh vaunted German second line after the RHIHE,
and was & formidable barrier, gvaraging ten feet in depth and
100 feet in widih. The worst feature of all'discovofe&, during,
the reconnaia;anee, waa the 20 foot reinforced concrete wall
on the opposite bank. This was the first indication the regi~
ment hed that the wall existed, Prier 1ntallignnce_rapofts hed
“"no mention of it and aerial photos of the area were not made or
1f they were made, hed net_reécha&'thm'regimantul ievel. It is
believed that divia;on and cogsa'wore alao unswaré of the barrier,
_‘Heréover, ﬁaps of the srea used for the operation a1d nat‘diéi-
close 1ts exiatenee. (30) ~

At 2145 the Corps Commender stated to Genaral Partor ﬁhat
. 8f at ell possible the divisisn was»ta move upross ‘that night
and if this could not be asceﬁplishﬁd.that-it‘wﬁuld'be dune the
following night. " | |

The night was spent engaged in fire fights aernss the cansl
and in reconnalssance. The atrong resistance encountered slong.
tha front and the perpendfoular wall barrier on the inatjﬁidé .
 of the éannl saga‘the establishment oflﬁ bridgehead that night
s highly hezérdous plan, snd the Division Commander issned ine
strucﬁions to prepara for a croasing the réllbving-ﬁight. At

2310 he directed the Enginear to raady eneugh material for the . B
T30} &=5; _F_isondi Enowiedga
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- following 'night_ta permit the laying of three Bailey.bridgﬁ'a.“
(z2) | B
The regimental I and R Platoon @ade an extensive recon-
nalssance of that particular areé_in fhg_regihental zoné of ade
vance where-the'aﬁtobahn-crossed the Canal, It bacaﬁe increas-
ingly épparﬁﬁt fhﬁt this main.arﬁery of highway commmication
was 1ntonded by the Germans to remain in their hendsa 1n order
-to facilitate the retreat of thelr forcea frcm ESSEN DUBSEL-
;DQRF, DUISBURG, and the-rest of the concentrated aresa, with
‘hopes of meking a hreakthrough'in,fbrcé out of ‘the encirclement.
The regimental commander reaaonqd'thgﬁ'this'Jﬁnction.af.sﬁper 'l
' highﬁay'and.cénai,'gnd the City of ICKERN, a_&hont diat&ncé‘beé
ydng to the éast, to be'a viﬁal afea.and one which would be
stubbornly defended. All 1ndications at the tima and subsaqﬁent
developments supportad this reaaoning. (33) |
At 2245 on 3 hpril, the 34 Battaelion relieved the ;2#% Bat-
talion on the line, the latter battalion reverting to regimental
resérve'at'RAPEﬁ; The relief was accomplished without incident -
and with e minimum of confuaion. During the afternoon hcura,
’_detailed coordination was made by Gompany-Commanaers and the '
'fstaff'éf the;SdIBattalion, and a detailed reconnsissence was
cpmpletbd. A:plah was agreed upon whereby an exchange of sup-
' piiea‘aﬁd squipment would be made, and in pﬂrficular crew-sarved
wespons end communication equipment. It 1s believed that in
this particuler caae;.cbnsiderihgtﬁe closeness of therenamp_
~ lines, this ralief aould not have been so puccessful, snd s0 ap-
~ parently undstacted by the enemy had this exchange of rront linn'_

egquipment not been made. (34)

32) "A-11
33) Personal knowledgo
(34) Personal knowlgdge
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' The division continued its defense of the west bank of the
DORTMUND-EMS CANAL and ZWEIG CANAL,'preparaﬁbfy to tha'aésuult.
crossing early on 4 April. |

At OQSD.the regimental commander cbntacted the division
headquarters with reference to thg engineer part of_thé plan to
support the crossings. He gave hls recommendations as to the
bridge siﬁe, but was told fﬁat the engineers hadn't completed
: their.reconnaissaﬁceQ The Division Engineer said that it would
be complefod bylnoon. (35) | | | |

‘Meanwhile fire fights continued up and down the Canal and
éaaualtiea were heavy. 'Evacuation of wounded was difficult due .
to the close observation the enemy hed on movement within the
units. (36) | _ |

At 1245 the 34 Battalion reported that they had b;en talk-
ing across the Cahal to the.enemy and an estimated fifty Ger-
mans agreed to aurrendér'at 1400 and to come across the Canal._'
However, the.surfendér didn't-take place, It wes later learn-
~ ed that their officers prevented their surrender. Instead of
. aurrender, én:inéreased volume of fire waé 1laid on the regi-
mental posltions. (37) o _

At 1820 the Division Engineer contacted the G-3 snd asked
1f he was ordered to put in Bailey bridges. He further atated
that you can't put bridges in from foxholes and that the roads.
stuck up like sore'thumbé. He ssid that he was concentrating.
all his efforta on a.qu1ck ford in each regimental sector for
tanks snd TDs end improved csuseways for ordinary trafflc. (38)

Around 2045 Company M was fired upon by several machine

guna on the west side of the Canel and 1t was feared that the

1867 a-11
{36) Personal knowledge
(37) A-5 |

(38) A-11
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enemw nad infiltered onto:theiantobﬁhn, ' Patrols were sent out
but they wers unsuccessful in locaﬁing the enamw.-;Other patrols
were gent across the Canal itself on reconnaiasanae during the
earlier pnrt of the night. (39) |

Despite the‘lack of bridging meterial at the selected sites,
the sssault was to be carried out after.midnights The attack
by the entire Division from 1ta praaent pcsition preceedad a
coordinated drive in which the 36th and 79th Infentry Divisions
‘and the 17th Alrborne Division later partiéipa#gd. '(40)_ ,

 ' The regimental cdmmandar_planned %o droaa‘ﬁhé Canai with
hia two aesaulﬁ battalions,from thelr present positions, the
l1st Battslion, under Lt. Col. Henry chk, on the north, snd
the 34 Battalion,.commandad by Lt. Col. Joaeph.Steafnsi'Qn the .
south, with the 2d Battalion,'ooﬁmandsd.hyiLt;ICol. Thomss
Gearhart, remaining in reserve. The lst Batt;iion-waa.to attack
snd capture the Clty of ICKERN, wnichrwas e vitai ﬁoiﬁt; Thg,--'
3d Bettalion was to cross the Cansl and turn sauth. .(41)

To amssiat in the croasing, the Fire Direction conter of
'thé-regimnntal Cennon Gompany fram positions near—EREEHSGHWICK
controlled 16 105 wm guna firing & 1000 round, 50~minnte con~
centration begimning at QO30. (42) | |
| The attack began ahortly after 0100 houre on 4 jpril, meet—'
ing heavy mortar, artillery; small.arms and - self-prapallcd fire.
When it got under way the 3d Battslion was uneble to effect g-'
erossing at its planned site, dus partly to very strong resiste
ance srdund the sutobshn which crossed the Canal in their zonse
and partly because tho engineers had falled in providing the

57 R-1% |

{40) &~7, p. 200 -

‘ 2413 Puraonal atatement of Gclonel D. B, Smith, 3 Februaery 1950
. (42} A=-13
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battalion with ladders and bridging materisl. {45)

~ The lst Battalion,lhowever,_nas-able to Eroés.- 8liding
down the graaa covpred forward slope of the canal, thé companlies
begen to cross qﬁer e single plank bridge. At times the plank
was completely submerged uﬁder water and the mﬂﬁ cduld only
leep in the darkness from board to board. Three ladders werel
uaed to climb up the perpindicular escerpment on the other. aido,_\
_and the climb was mede with grest difficulty. Particularly
hazardous was 1t for -thoas éarrying h@avy weaponsi;.ﬁearing“thef‘
‘toﬁ, Lt. Guliey of_company.n suddénly took an unsxﬁjcted'aﬁd in-
sdiartant.15“foat dive 1hto the"wttér of the DORTHﬁﬁD-EES'GAﬁALw.
Captain Nielsen, D Company'Gommandor,ilost_his carhind by the
_same downward excursion., (44) _-. o |

By 0235 the lst Battalion had two cowiea, 4 snd ¢ ccm-
pany, across end had established a bridgehead of ons thousand
yards. . (45) | o - o

In accampliahing this, the: lat Battalion had been able to.

‘pin the enemy down on the far bank and.had besn able to 5ot
three hastily construeted wooden ladders up the twenty foot re-
inforced concrete wall on the opposite side. When ‘the regiment-
sl commsnder sew that he had n'définiﬁa bridgehead in this sec=
tor, he immediately changed his entire'plan of attack. He order=-
‘ad the ressrve battallion to immédiﬁterj move up'nnﬂ crogésaftsr
_the 1st Battalion. The lst Battalion wes to continue their at-
tack as plenned and the 2d Battnlioﬁ was to attack on the left
of the lst Battallon, and en attempt was to be made to deceive
the enemy as to the direction of the main attack so that he
‘would commit his reserves farther north and ignore the fact that
TT5] Fersonal statement of UColonel D _E'"EEETE“"SLFebruary I935

(44) &-15
(45) #—ll
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the regiment would.attick south as well as dge east.  The 34
Battalion was glven a gimilar-omergencylerdar and told to nain-
tain one company along their zone, to cross the remainder of
the battalion in the. 1st Battdlion arosaing slte, and 1mmediato-
1y turn south and clear the east bank of tna Cenal campletely.
(46)

By 0300 tho entire 1st Battalion was across and by 0450
the 24 Battalion and I and L Gonpanies of ths 3d Battalion hnd
: . made crossings. The ramaindar of the 34 Battalien were receiv~
ing heavy rifle, mortar, and madhine gun fire from the vicinity .
of BREITE, and were enccunxering diffieulty in crossing. By
this time artillery was falling in the regimental CP ares st
RAPEN. (47) | | |

By 0400 the 1st Battalion had takon 40 prisoners and an
hour later the battalion was antaring the nprthern outakirts of |
ICKERN. Later in the morning the battal ion saw some bitter |
fighfing snd smmunition ran low: The canal had not been bridg-
ed a8 yet end all supplies came up hj_hnnda, Thé-aifuatioﬁ'wasi-
somewhat relieved in this Battalion when the medics got a Ger=
men commend car in running 6rdar, drgpeﬁ a white sheet on 1it,
80 friqndly troops would not fire on it, and used 1t to haui
rations sand ssmunition from the bank‘of the canal on the return
trip after taking'back the wounded. (48)

The attack of the 3d Battallon had alowed and part of its
‘left zone had been given to the 2d Bgttalion.' By 1500 1t had
crozsed the sécond barrier, th§ EMSCHER CANAL, which rén per=
pendiéular to the DORTMUND-EMS CAKAL;_anﬂ.put out of action 12
to 15 mechine guns. It was past HAOING HORST bj 1630, coﬁpaﬂy

T46€T Personal. statement of Eeiansi 5 B. Eﬁiﬁh, E_F%brua 155@
(47) a-11 _
(48) A-14 | - :
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K had a severe fight nesr the Autabahn and saved the battalion
some casualtiaa by turning south and cleaning out the Germans _
there. L Gompany moved down on the right of K and the two com- .
paﬁies'hnﬂ a hard fight for HENRICHENBURG. A plateon of Com-
pany K, commanded by 24 Bt. D. L. Smith;'gping through an un-
derpass s&w another piatoon coming 1in from the opposite direc-
- tlon. At first the men thought the‘oﬁher platoon wes friendly,
| but soon saw that it wes a Germen unit. ‘About the same time
each platoon yelled to the uﬁhers to surrqnder. . The enemy
"started shooting and part of Lt. Smith's platoon flanked the __
ensﬁw by going around them td,the south snd putting #hpm ina
crosa.fife.' Some of the Germans tere killed, others were taken
prisoner. (&9) |

Meanwhile thé.problem of_caring for prisoners was become
‘ing more difficult. By 0950 thers were 70 and this figure by
1120 had swollen to 200. Due to. the lack of bridging over the
- canal, none had'beqn evacuated. Regiment oontacted division
and asked sbout & ford or s bridge. The G-3 in conversation
with the Engineer st 0920 found out that the ford had been
atarted twq-hnurs earli&r‘but no explanation was givsn'asLto
why ladders hedn't been furnished in all the battallon ereas,
other then a statement that arrangements hed been made earlier
in the evening. This situation did not improve throughout the .
'da&. At 1100 it was learned that the engineer-s were to bull-
doze the bank down but at 1310 Major Dunlop, 345, was informsd
that 1t was impossible to bulild a ford anﬁ thﬁt'new'd bridge
wag to be started. {50} | " |

The resulting ammnition and medical re-supply challenge

{40] Perhonal Stetement of Lt. D. L. Smith
(50) a-11 |
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was met to a certain degres 5y Divlsion ertillery lialson planes.
Led by Major Edward Wold, Division Artillery Alr Officer, the
planes landed on an unrsconnoltered farm field weat of WALTROP.
Soveral raﬁnﬂ trips were made. On the return trips the more
sarioualy wounded were evacuatod._ (51)
_ - The 1st Battalion's job of mopping up in IGEERN proeeeded
.slowly because of the large number of.enamg troops. The Gity
was invested by 1645.. In taking ICKERN, the babtalion had mov=-
ed tqward_thg town wifh the Autobshn as & right boundary. At
the creek.near the town's dutskirts the battaiiqn stopped and
called for a 15 minute artiilery barrsge on ICKERN. Moving for-
ward, the battalion seized all bridgea over tha kutobahn except
one and ahot af the CGermans who blaw it. The enemy were firing’
flat trajectury guns from the main_road leading 1nto fhe.town
from the northeast. Company C was given the misalon of knock-‘ 
_ ing.thosg out while the rest of the battselion movsd through
;CKERN, keeping on the north side of the Autobahn. Aan unﬁer-
pasa was taken in the southeastern sector‘and Q fmctory'wasf
cleared, securing the Autobahn from the east., The famaining
job of tnkiﬁg the town ﬁas one mainly of eleqring houésa.
| In driving south and east the 2d Battalion had been tem-
porarily halted by the obstacle of the EMSCHER CANAL, but 1t
found a ford at 1645, crossed, andfpresséd the_attaek'oﬁ'ICKERH
from the west. (52) , _ |

' By the morning of 5 April, the regiment naci firmly aon=
solidated its pgsitiana,.Gbmpany E had been placed in regimental
reserve, and it and the beg1moﬁta1 command post-moved_to ICKERN.
AL 0225'th§ Division Engineers, now cemmanded by san infantry |

T151) A-5, p.‘B‘s
(52) A-B
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colonel, had s bulledozed ford over the DORTMUND-EMS CANAL in
the regimental sector. (53)

SUMMARY

To sum up, it can be.aaid that'the'way.ﬁad been clearsd
for-elemants of the 75th Division to drive south to the RUHR
RIVER, 1solating DORTMUND and splitting the RUHR POCKET. This
was-accompliéhed 13 April. .Tha operation had'baen.a success,
and_had been carried out against formidable obatacles. The
gravelly plateau on which the regiment fought had numerous for-
ests, limited flelds of fire. It wes interlaced wlth canals
end contained numerous villages, towns, and industrial plants,
all éapable of conversion into strong points, and furnishing
cover for snlpers. _

Enemy losses were heavy, prisoners taken during the period
were well over five hundred, and desd and wounded exceeded thia
figure. Enemy losses in material, particularly flak-guns, anti- |
tank guns, tanks, aelf-propelled weapons, artillery, machine
guns, mortars and vehiclos were equally costly.

By contrast, the regiment's losses were light. During ﬁha
period cssualties of killed, wounded and missing were ﬁnder two
hundred, Battle losses of materiel were also light. (54)

Highlights_of the operation were many. The surpriaingly
awift advance culminating in the capture of MARL on 31 March
set the tempo for a slashing offensive, which the 289th Infan-
trj launched in April. The spectacular drive of Task Eo?ce
Gearhart to the ZWELG-DORTMUND-EMS CANAL, the crossing of the
Canal, the capture of ICKERN and lster the final aés#uit which

T63] A-11
(54) a-11
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carried the regiment to the RUER RIVER marked the high spots. of

a completely succesaful campalgn. -

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. FLEXIBILITY OF PLANS

~an attack is aeldcm.executed exgétly as planned. In eposs- -
ing the DORTMUND;EHS CAﬂAL when the r&glmental conmander Saw
that he hed a bridgehesd in the'ist-BattaliOn sector and that
the 3d B@ttalion was unable to cross, he immedlately chenged
his entire plan of atﬁﬁck, He decided to cross all thrée bat-
talions st this one point. In dolng this, he realized that the
:Germans.wduld perhaps- think the main #ﬁtack would'be made Where
" the Autobshn crossed the canal ﬁnd.at which polnt ‘the bridge
was obviously blown. In racbgnizing the bridgehead ss a weak
point in the &nemy‘s iine, ;nd'Ln'decidingito push the gntire"
regiment across over three wooden 1adders with some men carry-
ing heavy weapons,.was_a conclusion. that few leaders would

formulate, Yet the decislon proved to be sound, It is impor-

tant to-remambar that the entire regiment climbed these ladders

&t the 5 ame péint and all unlts were acrossg@xﬁdgybraak. Ob=-

viously, eny such operation would have heen diffieult'and hazear-
dous even in deylight hours, and it is harﬁ-to conceive anyone
1nciuding ﬁhis opsration in prepared plana. The enemy, it is
believed, was disrupted'hy the plaen to throw'avérything across,
leaving a sk;lton fdrce.albng the line - in this cass ona'comw.:‘
pany of the 3d Battslion e-dnd then changing the direction of

attack after.having crossed.,
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2. SUPPORTING ARMS

The misaion of the Division Engineer Battalion 1s to in-
crease the edmbat.errieiency of the dlvision.,’ Te do this the
battalion hes ©77 officers end men, 1is campletely-motorized; :
is armed with NM-1 rifles, rocketlanhaharé,and +30 cal, IMGs.
It is ospable of providing its own security against enemy at-
thcks and is erfectiie whan smployed as'intantry ir ﬁdeqnato
fire support 1is provided., o
 In considering the sbove, and further considering the amount
of bridg;ng and haavy aquipﬁent_found organic in this battalion,
it is bel;ave&-thét the support givsn the infantry regimanta‘by
the engineers during the cenel crossings -fell hiéérably below
their capabilities and below 1ta.nguﬁl'level of performsnce,

Assault elements of the 260th Infantry oocupled defensive
positiona'on the west baﬁk of the'einalron 2 April. Yot 1t was
not until early morning of & lprii, 24.haurs after the sasssault
- ¢erossings, that a bridgé of any sort for vehlcles was 111d§

The problem of supply ind evacuation ap?earad'to be ser-
lous because of the lnability to get vehiclps.acrosa; All the
wounded had to be hand-carried back scross; re-supply of sm-
munition had to be hand carried. Fsrtunately this situation
waa corracted before it serioualy impadeﬂ bhe progress of the |
attack._ Aggressive 1eadership is equelly demanded of supporting

arms cammanders ag 1t 1s of the infantry cummandera.
3. PAILURE OF ADJACENT UNITS TO wvmcs_

The failure of the 290tk Infantry on the right flank to
advance,against_théir objectivaa resulted in an extended line
for the rlight battelion of the 288th Infantry snd permitted an ’
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s;posed'flankq Also 1t creﬁted a serious gap_bétwoen the divi-
sion end the left flank of the 35th Division. Had the enemy
rﬁalized this and prqvided he had the necessary reserve forces;
a penetration couwld have been made. 43 it hsppened unnecessary
casuslties wqre‘inflictod on units on the flénk.anﬂ the snemy
wéa-affordod vantage points of obeervatioﬁ whereby he could bring
down #ﬁd ad just firas_bﬁ-our-movemanta. It further necesaitated
- the qmploymunt.of the division reconnalssance troop to malntain
contact during a period'when/this unit could have been employed
ussfully in reconnalssance and security.missiona rorward..-It
took aggreaalive lgadérahip on the part of the Diﬁiaion'commander'
to keep thils regimant-moving sbreast of i;s adjacent unita, |

4, XNIGHT RELTEF OF AN TNFANTRY BATTALION

_Barly during the night of 2-3 April, the 3 Battalion ef-
fected a night relief of the 2d Battelion. This relief was com-
pleted after a detailed.recohnaiasance of the sector was made
during daylight hours by the 3d Battsllon Company commandsrsand_
the Battalien-Staff. At this time arrangements yerelcomplotad .
to exchange supplies énd equipment and this included the trans~
fer éf machine-guna end commnication equipment, which wers on
- front line positions. The ée}ief was‘ggcompliahed with'a minimum
of confusion and npbarenily unkﬁuwﬁ to the anémg;, It 1s felt
| that considering the closeness of.tha enﬁﬁy and frieﬁﬂly troops,

- in this case tha_oxchgnge”of.frant line aquipméﬁt matarialiy con-
tributed to the auccess of the'relieftand cohseqpsntiy the maine

tenance of security.

B+ MOPPING~UP OPERATIONS

In the aggresaive.drive by Task Force Gearhart in its motore
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1zed dash to the DORTMUND~ENS CANAL, and simulteneouws all night
attack by the lst Battalion, it-waélihevitdhle-that smail groups ,
of gnsmw'would be hy-ﬁassad, and péﬁtienl#rlx 1s ﬁhii true in

an attack through a bui1téﬁp sress This in ne way should re~
 striet the advancihg units. Hewavei, enau& resistance behind the
front lines is'ge.bé axpacted and plann_ahoﬁld'inelude:préiisians
for eliminating thia'rgﬁistance. In this partieﬁlqg'epuratian_

- the by-passed elements had not'ﬁéen e;pacted nor-wefe they une~
covered until the quabtb:ing pérty_antsred RAFPER to establish
the regimentsl commend post. Once discovered the acting regi-
mentel comzander, Brigadier General Miekle,'tébk steps to have
the reslstance Iiped out by aenﬂing out conbai patrols rrem tha

reaerve battalion to make raconnniuasnee in forece.

6, EXPLOITATION OF ENEMY WEAENESSES

It:becama-apparént after the initial attack thet the enemy
.was errbrihg_onlﬁ token résistance and further that he would
not make a defimite stand until he had withdrawa sufficlently
to reorganize and to where he could establish an advantegeous
da:ﬁnsive position. Upon wmeeting glight apposiiien;wthe deci-
sion 1hulmndq.te motorize a task force and make a bold, ag=
gressive ﬁhruaf. ,Thié brov;d highly successful in that the force
drove nearly nine mlles te.thn Canal sits with no determined
oppesition. |

7. INTELLIGENCE

N Every ‘means available st be ntilized in aecuring
1ntorpreting 1nformat1an of ths enemy, his poaitions; end the
terrain over whieh an sttack is to. advanee. Haps used by thy
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regiment and division in the operation of crossing the DORTMUND-
EMS CANAL falled to disclose the formlidable, twenty foot per-
pendicular wall on the east bank of the Canal. This 1nck of -
Information certainly deluyed the .crossing end 1in part con-
tributed to the lack of plsnning in providing equipment to cross
and scale the barrier; Hed timely merisl reconnaissancs of the
area been flown, 1t 1s believed thet asrial photos would have
indicated that the wall was there.

LESSOKS

1. In order to achi-ve‘aunoesa with minimum lossea in
parsonnel and equipment, operational plana uust include a

maximm of flexibility.

it KRR

2. Supporting arms to 1nfautry in cqﬁbat mst, through

aggressive leadership on the part of thelr commnnders, fulfill

A ——

'their capabilitias to the utmost in order %o increase combat

LTI

R o A

officiency and snsure success,

e Se httacking units must anargetic:lly push forward in

NG b B R 3R R AL b S N e

their zones to prevent a gap 1n the lines, whereby the enenty

\> can counterattsck on an exposed flank or subject the adjacent
5, : :

N

‘units to flanking fires, |
4. ta - 8.0
_ The night re;ief_o:,gupattnlicn in contact cen b

complished with a minimum of cenfusion and with inoreased
o T -1 T .
secrecy and security whsn front-lino hanvy weapona and communican

t
ion eﬁfipmsnt are exchaqgmg@
5a In an aggreasive drivo by motorized elements through

a._..w-m«idvf P K Bty £ ﬂinw' -&vm%’mmu,ma-u- M LN o by ey

- built-up areas, scattersd reaiattnco will be by-passed and pro-

i B Ty ko RS, SRR 2 T Kkt e L R S, N b S AT et T R

e e

visions should be included in the cporatinnal plnnning to
eliminate 1t, * |
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_ 6. When the cnumy is offering orily token reaistanca, and
indisationa ars that hn ia wcnk,andwwill aefay on successive
e

positions until he can effect a strang defsnne, oxplaitation of

this weakness can.oftcn be'undaﬂthrnugh bold thrnata-hy mntor—

ized elements. _ _
“w
7. Intelligsnce, i it is to be of maximum uae to aassnltm
S SARARRAL AT

ing units, must he complete and must be timely,
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